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Division 42:  Zoological Parks Authority, $8 538 000 -  
Mr A.D. McRae, Chairman. 

Dr J.M. Edwards, Minister for the Environment and Heritage. 

Mr B.W. Easton, Chief Executive Officer, Perth Zoo. 

Ms S. Hunt, Director, Business, Perth Zoo. 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I seek the minister’s response to the claim that even though the Perth Zoo is continuing to 
attract very high patronage levels, the increase in the money allocated to it is, by any measure, lower than the 
inflation rate.  I ask the minister to confirm that once again this is a tight budget and this division has therefore 
not attracted the increase in funds that she and I both wanted.   

The CHAIRMAN:  I could not hear a question mark, but I guess the minister can fashion an answer.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  There were several.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  It would be fair to say that every minister always wants more for everything.  It is 
exceedingly rare that a minister offers to hand back money or volunteer a portfolio to undergo a funding cut - I 
mean, god forbid!  One of the items to note in this budget is the increase in capital funding.  The previous 
Government told the Zoo to raise much more of its own revenue.  It is successfully doing that, but it is hard to 
compete for the corporate dollar now that competition is so tight.  One of the things in this budget that I am 
pleased about is the capital works funding that we have been able to obtain for the Zoo.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Page 655 refers to capital works and the funds that the Zoo has for various improvements.  
Reference is made to infrastructure development projects.  A few years ago in this forum I mentioned the 
suggestion that the Zoo should construct a country section.  It would be a free-range environment that the public 
could visit.  Such a zoo would be similar to the Western Plains Zoo in New South Wales, in which the exhibits 
are more interactive than they are in the traditional inner city zoos.  Has any work been done on that idea or have 
any funds been set aside for it?  Does the minister have any idea of what might be the costs or about any 
locations?  I have in mind a location in the Baldivis area.  Does the minister have any thoughts on that particular 
concept or is any capital works funding set aside for it?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  No capital works funding has been set aside for that purpose.  The notion of a regional zoo 
or another campus of the Zoo in a regional area has been considered from time to time.  Essentially, the focus is 
on what happens at the Zoo in South Perth.  It has been there for over 100 years.  We want to focus on what we 
can do to make the zoo experience much more interactive and to set the animals in a much more natural setting.  
I advise all members to visit the Zoo when they get a chance, because every time they visit they will see the 
change that continues to occur.  Animals are housed in manners that are much more appropriate for 2003.  I have 
said to the Zoo staff that they should keep some of the old cages for a display showing what we used to do to 
these animals and how we treat them much better now.  Mr Easton will comment briefly on the notion of a 
regional zoo.   

Mr EASTON:  The idea of a country zoo has been around for many years.  It is no secret that we have been 
lobbied very heavily, particularly by the Boddington business group and, from time to time, the local member.  
A country zoo is a great concept, but I am not sure that Boddington is the most ideal location in Western 
Australia.  However, it would be a nice place to establish an open-range zoo.  There is a tendency internationally 
for zoos to have supporting properties on which large charismatic mega-fauna can be displayed.  That also 
allows for the interchange of animals in breeding programs, ageing animals and the like.  It is also another way 
of attracting tourism dollars.  However, the capital outlay to build a new open-range zoo is in the starting order 
of between $35 million and $40  million.  As the minister previously stated, our priority is to get the 104-year-
old established Zoo in the best possible condition, and we are slowly moving in that direction.  It is an interesting 
concept, and one that we would like to pursue.   

[4.40 pm] 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I refer the minister to the sixth dot point on page 652 of the Budget Statements.  I am 
particularly interested in the western swamp tortoise, which, I am sure the minister is aware, hails from my 
electorate.  I am pleased to note that 35 western swamp tortoises were released back into the wild earlier this 
year.  Has any research been conducted on the survival of these tortoises once they have been released from the 
breeding program?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I cannot remember the statistics for the western swamp tortoise; however, I think it is our 
most endangered reptile.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  It is the most endangered reptile in the world.   
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Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I am pleased that the zoo was able to provide 35 western swamp tortoises.  The release of 
the tortoises into the wild is a major military-type expedition.  The amount of attention to detail is quite 
phenomenal.  I will let Mr Easton comment further.   

Mr EASTON:  It is a wonderful and exciting program.  In consultation and collaboration with the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, it is probably one of the most outstanding conservation programs that has 
been undertaken.  The evidence clearly suggests that they are surviving quite well in Ellenbrook.  In consultation 
with the University of Western Australia and CALM we are continuing to track their progress.  The member for 
Swan Hills might recall the sad case earlier this year in which a number of tortoises were lost as a result of 
bushfires.  However, that was a natural event that cannot be controlled.   

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  There is not much left of that area to burn.   

Mr EASTON:  We are tracking them closely and so far the indications are quite favourable.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
 


